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LOUISE T BLOUIN FOUNDATION

THE LOUISE T BLOUIN FOUNDATION is a not-for-profi t global philanthropic organisation 

that believes in the unique power of culture and creativity to be catalysts for positive change.  

The Foundation has two main aims:

 *   To use culture to encourage international understanding. To explore the impact of 

   neuroscience and the arts on an understanding of cultural confl ict.

 *    To explore the role of neuroscience in enhancing creativity within individuals,    

   corporations and governments.

We are an international not-for-profi t organisation. We work as an investor, originator and 

partner to pursue our goals.
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OUR PROGRAMMES:

CULTURE BEYOND BORDERS 
Using culture to encourage international understanding. Exploring the impact of neuroscience 

and the arts on an understanding of cultural confl ict.

Our work on this programme includes:

‘The Soldier’s Tale’    

The Louise T Blouin Foundation is the principal 

supporter of this ambitious cultural collaboration 

between Iraqi and European performers. The 

production was co-produced by the The Old Vic 

Theatre and The Motion Group. Rehearsals took place 

in Iraq, the show was premiered in London, and will be 

touring the US, Europe and the Middle-East.

“We have to do an enormous amount of work to try and create a unifi ed society which respects and 
admires each other’s differences. And what better way to do that in microcosm than take a group of Iraqi 
and British actors and musicians so that they can work together” 
    
              Jeremy Irons, Ambassador of The Motion Group.
 

‘Bring Back New Orleans’

Culture is at the heart of New Orleans. Although infrastructure, fl ood control and shelter are 

paramount, the cultural fabric of the city defi nes its identity and spirit and is key to its future. 

Together with the Bring Back New Orleans campaign, The Louise T Blouin Foundation is working 

towards invigorating the uniquely vibrant mix of artists, poets, musicians and cultural institutions 

that have been displaced by the disaster. We were very pleased with the recent federal support 

for culture in the region. 
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Early fi ndings show U.S. households among leaders in 
industrialized nations in spending on recreation and culture, 
but government spending lags near the bottom. What is 
the ROI of culture? How do we understand the value of 
investment in cultural activity? Who are the world’s “cultural 
superpowers?”
        
Louise T Blouin MacBain

‘4 Generations’ 

4 Generations’ is a cultural collaboration between leading Israeli and Palestinian fi lm-makers, 

writers and historians. Through a multi-part TV series, the project will chronicle the stories of two 

families - one Israeli, one Palestinian. Through cultural dialogue the fi lm weaves together these two 

narratives. In partnership with the Film School of Tel Aviv University and the Royal Jordanian Film 

Commission, this TV series aims to go into production late in 2006. The production will be fi lmed 

in Hebrew,  Arabic and English.

‘Making the Case for Culture’ 

The value of culture is in constant debate, yet there is very little research to compare expenditure 

on culture on the international stage. The Foundation is supporting a key research project with the 

OECD (Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development) to determine whether there is 

a correlation between the GDP spent on culture, economic prosperity and quality of life in different 

countries. This project will fuel the debate on the role of culture and its place within a broader 

economic and social context. The published research will be a unique resource, which will aid the 

Foundation in its aim to promote the economic importance of the arts and creative industries.

Exchange with the Middle East and China

The Louise T Blouin Foundation has a specifi c focus within Culture Beyond Borders, to establish 

a cultural exchange programme with the Middle East and China. A scholarship scheme will be 

launched soon with a major international University. 
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EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND CREATIVITY 

Exploring the role of neuroscience in enhancing creativity within individuals, corporations and 

governments.

Too often we are using antiquated business practices and curricula that stress the linear and the 

rational at the expense of the creative and the imaginative. Too often we neglect the power of 

the visual and its role in stimulating our minds.

The goal of our Education, Science and Creativity programme is to foster the research and 

learning that will lead to a new century of teaching and knowledge. We have within our reach a 

far richer and deeper understanding of the creative process than has ever before been possible. 

Through our emphasis on cross-disciplinary learning – uniting the greatest scientists, artists, 

psychologists and others – we intend to support research into the science of creativity and 

contribute to redesigning educational activities to promote visionary thinking.

Our work on this programme includes:

Think Tank - ‘Creativity and the New Biology of Mind’ 

Columbia University shares the Foundation’s 

interest in deepening and defi ning the relationship 

between science and creativity. New developments 

in the neurosciences offer extraordinary possibilities 

for the examination of fundamental aspects of 

human creativity, and for a clearer understanding 

of the ways we respond to the arts. The Think Tank 

focused on the senses as a tool for discovery and 

creative learning with artists and scientists, using 

their different perspectives and distinctive ‘tool kits’ 

to develop fresh knowledge which can be used in a 

tangible form.

     March 2006 Columbia University, New York

LOUISE T BLOUIN FOUNDATION
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RESEARCH REVIEW - ‘Music and the Brain’

The Foundation is investing in a research review entitled ‘Music and the Brain’. It will explore the 

ways in which the brain processes music and how music can affect psychological development. 

The review will act to distil research from different fi elds and disciplines and understand an 

important element of the complex relationship between creativity and the senses.

The Foundation’s focus is to explore the interplay between art and neuroscience. The Institute is designed 
to be a home for this exploration, and where better to start than with James Turrell.”

        Louise T Blouin MacBain

LOUISE T BLOUIN INSTITUTE

The Louise T Blouin Institute is one of the largest non-government funded, not-for-profi t cultural 

spaces in London and will be a showcase for both established and emerging contemporary 

artists, think-tanks and artistic performances of all forms, whilst also providing a home for the 

Louise T Blouin Foundation and its work. Louise T Blouin MacBain’s £20 million investment 

has transformed a former coach-works into an important cultural arts space, involving the 

local community and injecting capital into an area currently undergoing regeneration and 

redevelopment.

LOUISE T BLOUIN FOUNDATION
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The former coachworks of Barker & Co, coachbuilders for Rolls Royce, Bentley and Daimler 

has had its 1920s industrial façade retained but architects Borgos Dance have given the interior 

a complete redesign to maximise the building’s potential and qualities of light. The resculpted 

interior provides a dramatic triple height 35 ft entrance hall, an adaptable 5,000 sq ft gallery 

space and café on the ground fl oor. The fi rst and second fl oors have been designed to provide 

offi ce and further exhibition spaces, including a 4,000 sq ft gallery on the second fl oor. The 

permanent Turrell installation works with the façades of the building, using all 80 of the external 

windows. Each window, lit from within, acts as an intelligent unit, controlled individually or as a 

whole to create an ever-changing artwork on the façade of the building.

The Institute is developing an education and community 

programme for each exhibition. The inaugural exhibition 

is devoted to the light works of James Turrell – widely 

acclaimed as one of the world’s leading contemporary 

artists.  A Life in Light is the fi rst major exhibition 

in London of Turrell’s work since 1993 and features 

several new light pieces as well as a large number of the 

artist’s prints. The Louise T Blouin Foundation has also 

commissioned from Turrell a permanent site-specifi c light 

installation for the exterior of the building.  

“If we defi ne art as part of the realm of experience, we can assume that after a viewer looks at a piece 
he leaves with the art, because the ‘art’ has been experienced.”   

      James Turrell

LOUISE T BLOUIN FOUNDATION
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EDUCATION PROGRAMME

Education and Outreach is central to the Institute’s programme of activities, and with each 

exhibition will come a series of associated projects. In conjunction with the “A Life in Light” 

exhibition the Foundation is planning “Luminaries”, a lecture series bringing together the best arts, 

business and scientifi c minds to discuss themes around light throughout the autumn and winter, 

and “Enlightenment”, an innovative education and outreach programme which will reach hundreds 

of local people from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

Luminaries

There will be a number of special events during the exhibition to delve deeper into issues around 

light and how it affects life around the world. A series of lectures will also be delivered by leading 

experts from different disciplines, all focused around the art and science of light.

Enlightenment

Crucial to the new building and the “A Life in Light” exhibition will be an educational programme 

that will take the themes of the exhibition to inspire new learning and creative work. In keeping 

with the over-arching theme of the Foundation of bringing together the best thinking from 

different disciplines – particularly the links between arts and sciences – we will be working with 

The National Physical Laboratory who will deliver stimulating workshops for a selection of local 

schools and community groups to begin to utilise the building as a centre for creative learning in 

the West of London. 

SUPPORT OUR WORK 

The Foundation is keen to work with individuals, corporate sponsors and other foundations 

and trusts to help support its work. Please contact henry.timms@ltbfoundation.org for further 

information.  

LOUISE T BLOUIN FOUNDATION
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BRIEFING MATERIAL

FACTS FOR THOUGHT

FOREIGN POLICY: POSSIBILITIES AND PERILS

One acre of genetically engineered tobacco plants can produce enough anthrax vaccine to 

inoculate the entire US population safely and inexpensively.

   Reuters 

The leading supplier of arms in 2004 was the US, who exported $18.5 billion worth of conventional 

weapons over the year. Russia, France and the UK were the next largest suppliers, delivering $4.6, 

$4.4 and $1.9 billion worth respectively.

In terms of arms purchases, the United Arab Emirates led the way with $3.6 billion spent, while 

Saudi Arabia, China and India followed with respective outlays of $3.2, $2.7 and $1.7 billion.

Defence Analysis Department, International Institute for Strategic Studies/ US Congress

North Korea, one of the world’s most centrally planned and isolated economies, faces desperate 

economic conditions. Industrial capital stock is nearly beyond repair as a result of years of 

underinvestment and shortages of spare parts. Industrial and power output have declined in 

parallel. Despite an increased harvest in 2005 because of more stable weather conditions, 

fertilizer assistance from South Korea, and an extraordinary mobilization of the population to 

help with agricultural production, the nation has suffered its 11th year of food shortages because 

of on-going systemic problems, including a lack of arable land, collective farming practices, and 

chronic shortages of tractors and fuel. Massive international food aid deliveries have allowed the 

people of North Korea to escape mass starvation since famine threatened in 1995, but the 

population continues to suffer from prolonged malnutrition and poor living conditions.

The World Factbook, US Central Intelligence Agency
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BRIEFING MATERIAL

In its annual survey, released in December 2005, the human rights research organization reported 

that 46 percent of the world’s population now lives in countries it classifi es as “Free,” where 

citizens “enjoy open political competition, a climate of respect for civil liberties, signifi cant 

independent civic life, and independent media.” That compares to the 35 percent of mankind 

that enjoyed a similar level of freedom in 1973. The percentage of people in countries that are 

“Not Free”, where political and civil liberties are systematically oppressed, dropped during the 

same period from 47 percent to 36 percent. The percentage of the population in countries that 

are “Partly Free” (eg moving towards democracy) has remained at 18 percent. Meanwhile, the 

percentage of the world’s governments that are democracies has reached 64 percent, the highest 

in the 33 years of Freedom House surveys.

Daniel Griswold, Director of the Center for Trade Policy Studies, Cato Institute, Washington, D.C.

China’s gross domestic product reached 18.2 trillion RMB (about $2.3 trillion) in 2005, an 

increase of 9.9% from prior year, the National Bureau of Statistics reported on January 25, 2006. 

With this increase in their GDP, China has surpassed France and Britain to become the world’s 

fourth largest economy.

PriceWaterhouseCoopers, China Outlook: News about Doing Business in China, Issue 6, 31 March 2006
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BRIEFING MATERIAL

THE 21ST CENTURY WORLD CITIZEN

UNESCO has launched a “Memory of the World” Programme to guard against the kind of 

collective amnesia which denies history or marginalises cultures. They argue that “the diversity of 

languages, peoples and cultures... is the mirror of the world and its memory. But this memory is 

fragile. Every day, irreplaceable parts of this memory disappear for ever”.

UNESCO

“A number of scientifi c experiments have shown that ‘mirror neurons’ help us share other people’s 

experiences... providing a biological basis for empathy.”

Scientifi c American - Mind, April 2006

A study which used web searches in 75 different languages to sample the Web determined that 

there were over 11.5 billion web pages in the publicly-indexable Web as of January 2005.

Antonio Gulli, Università di Pisa, & Alessio Signorini, University of Iowa, 
‘The Indexable Web is more than 11.5 billion pages’

Psychologist Herbert Freudenberger and his colleague Gail North have identifi ed a 12-stage 

“Burnout Cycle” which begins with “a compulsion to prove oneself” and “working harder”, passes 

through “revision of values” and “denial of problems” and ends in “depression” and “burnout”.

Herbert J. Freudenberger, Gail North, 
Women’s Burnout: How to Spot It, How to Reverse It and How to Prevent It

There were an estimated 10.5 million unauthorised immigrants residing in the United States in 

January 2005 compared to 8.5 million in January 2000. During the 2000-2004 period, the unauthorized 

resident population grew at an annual average of 408,000. Assuming this same rate of growth, the 

unauthorized immigrant population would have reached nearly 11 million by January 2006.

Offi ce of Immigration Statistics, US Department of Homeland Security, Estimates of the 
Unauthorized Immigrant Population Residing in the United States: January 2005
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BRIEFING MATERIAL

In 2006, France’s net migration rate was estimated to be 0.66 migrants per 1,000 population a 

year – extremely low compared to other European countries, such as Spain (0.99 per 1,000), Italy 

(2.06 per 1,000) or the UK (2.18 per 1,000).

The CIA World Factbook

The population of France is almost 10% Muslim.

         CBS

In 2000 the percentage of the world’s population which subscribed to Christianity was thought to 

be 33%, while Islam accounted for 19.6% and Hinduism 13.4%. A total of 5.9% were Buddhist and 

0.2% Jewish.

David A Barrett, World Christian Encyclopedia, 2001

Approximately 1 billion people suffer from hunger and some 2 to 3.5 billion people have a defi ciency 

of vitamins and minerals. Yet some 1.2 billion suffer from obesity.

Linking the Environment and Poverty, Jain Spirit magazine, Summer 2003 edition

From 1990 to 1996, government gross fi nancial liabilities were rising in most countries. Since then, 

government debt has been decreasing as a percentage of GDP in many of the 27 countries in the 

table. There are, however, exceptions: government debt ratios continued to increase particularly 

fast in Japan and Korea and signifi cantly in France, Germany and Greece. Korea’s government debt 

ratio rose by over 7% per year from 1990 to 2003 but this is measured from a very low initial 

rate and by 2003, Korea’s government debt ratio was still among the lowest in the OECD. 

In 2004, government debt ratios exceeded 100% in Greece, Italy and Japan and was close to 100% 

in Belgium. Most countries were in a band between 40% and 70%, with three countries reporting 

debt ratios of under 20% – Luxembourg, Korea and Australia. 

OECD Economic Outlook: December No. 78 – Volume 2005 Issue 2
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BRIEFING MATERIAL

Looking at GDP in USD billions between 1995 and 2005, China’s has risen from 728.0 to 2,228.9, 

Russia’s from 395.5 to 763.7, India’s from 355.2 to 785.5, and the US from 4,650 to 7,017.

The World Bank Group

Asians make up 35% of the undergraduate body at MIT, but only 4% of the US population.

New York Review of Books, November 3, 2005

Sharna Olfman, a psychology professor at Pittsburgh’s Point Park University who has studied 

children’s imaginative play, notes that thousands of studies have established “incontrovertibly’’ that 

it is a catalyst for all kinds of healthy child development, including intellectually and emotionally. 

“Many of our greatest thinkers locate their capacity for original and profound thought in their 

imaginative abilities, fi rst developed through creative play in early childhood,’’ she says.

For example, “When asked how she came to discover properties of genes through her research 

with maize that her colleagues failed to discover, Nobel Prize-winning scientist Barbara McLintock 

spoke of her capacity to imagine herself inside the chromosomes she was studying,’’ Olfman says.

 

She and other child-development experts urge parents to shut off access to “screens’’ and to 

push their children to engage in imaginative play, based on their own creative thinking. At fi rst, it 

may be hard, since many children aren’t used to tapping into their imaginations, but parents should 

persist, the experts said. Otherwise, if their ability to think creatively isn’t developed, children will 

mature into adults who lack the capacity to innovate – in business, government or their own lives.

Karen MacPherson, Post-Gazette National Bureau, August 15, 2004

In the UK, fi gures obtained by the Conservative Party show that the demands of 24-hour news 

culture have led to there being 3,200 press offi cers employed by the government. In Whitehall 

departments there are 1,815 press offi cers and public relations staff, including three press offi cers 

for Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott, who lost his department in May 2006.

David Hencke, Westminster correspondent, The Guardian, August 31, 2006
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BRIEFING MATERIAL

“Marketers already seem to know a lot about how we think, but what if they could actually watch 

our brains work as they test their products? A recent experiment by Read Montague, a neurosci-

entist at Baylor College of Medicine, may be laying the groundwork for just that. In an experiment 

last year, he scanned volunteers’ brains as they drank samples of Coke and Pepsi. When the colas 

were not identifi ed, the tasters showed no particular preference for either. But when they were 

shown the iconic red-and-white label, they expressed a huge preference for Coke, irrespective 

of which cola they were actually sampling. Coke’s logo, the scans showed, lit up areas in the brain 

associated with pleasure expectation in a way that Pepsi’s did not. Montague’s conclusion: Coke’s 

more pervasive brand marketing affected volunteers’ preferences in ways they didn’t realize 

– even if they were normally Pepsi drinkers.”

Time, Nov 9, 2005
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BRIEFING MATERIAL

SPOTLIGHT: CREATIVITY AND ICELAND

Iceland had 85.7% household access to a home computer in 2004: a greater number than 

anywhere in the world.

OECD Factbook 2006: Economic, Environmental and Social Statistics

    

CREATIVE SOLUTIONS, ACHIEVABLE GOALS

“It’s good to talk, says Oxford professor Theodore Zeldin, the author of Conversation 

(HiddenSpring Books, 2000). But engaging in world-changing dialogue involves more than sending 

and receiving information. The “new conversation” demands that you start with a willingness to 

emerge a slightly different person. Results cannot be predicted, but adventure is guaranteed. Here 

are a few of Zeldin’s tips on talking.

Get out more. “Asking the same old question, ‘Who am I?’, cannot get you very far. However 

fascinating you may think you are, there is a limit to what you can know about yourself. Other 

people are infi nitely more interesting and have infi nitely more to say.”

Think ahead. “Talk without thought is empty. Change the way you think, and you are already 

halfway to changing the world.”

Be bold. “We need to start using conversation to create courage in the face of failure. I’m talking 

about a balanced kind of courage that can resist disappointment and that can at last make us 

immune to the cynicism that has so long been our scourge.”

Talk with purpose. “The main purpose of engaging in conversation can no longer be personal 

advancement or respectability. Instead, I’d like for us to use conversations to create equality, to 

open ourselves to strangers, and, most practically, to remake our working world.”

Fast Company, November 2000
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21ST CENTURY SOLUTIONS

There is much hope for the strengthening of local communities through economic activity, enabled 

via the internet, that build economic value for communities that have otherwise been marginalised, 

out of favour, or geographically isolated. The internet holds out value for the integration of 

numerous old and new communities into a formal structure of locally-based governance and local 

economic-cultural prosperity, without either the weight of national government, or the limits 

imposed by geographic locality. The internet can and should enable both strong localism and links to 

international networks that support local diversity.

Robert Beckett, ‘Communication ethics and the internet: intercultural and localising infl uencers’, Internation 
Journal of Information Ethics, Vol. 2, November 2004

“That which is man-made should help to focus and intensify one’s perception of all that is around us.

As I have said many times in describing my own aesthetic, mine is a preoccupation with light and 

space; not abstract space, not scaleless space, but space whose order and defi nition are related to 

light, to human scale and to the culture of architecture. Architecture is vital and enduring because it 

contains us; it describes space, space we move through, exit in and use.”

Richard Meier

The Academy of Neuroscience for Architecture benefi ts from the expanding body of research that 

has evolved within the neuroscience community in the last two decades, and the promise of even 

more in the coming century. Some observers have characterized what is happening in neuroscience 

as the most exciting frontier of human knowledge since the Renaissance. All humanity stands to 

benefi t from this research in countless ways still to be determined. The profession of architecture 

has become a partner in developing the application of this knowledge base in order to increase its 

ability to be of service to society.

Academy of Neuroscience for Architecture mission statement

BRIEFING MATERIAL
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BRIEFING MATERIAL
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“In a couple of years, we might be forced to radically revise our ideas about the underlying nature 

of matter and our conception of the universe. In 2007, the large hadron collider (LHC) will begin 

operating at Cern, near Geneva, boosting particles to energy levels that have never before been 

produced on Earth. Physicists will then combine results from the LHC experiments with insights 

from their theoretical investigations to explore phenomena whose effects are only detectable at 

small distances and high energies.

Perhaps the most exciting proposal for extending and completing the standard model involves 

additional hidden dimensions of space beyond the three dimensions with which we are all familiar: 

up-down, left-right, and forward-backward. As a theoretical physicist working on extra dimensions, 

I look to LHC experiments to guide my future investigations.

Recent discoveries have shown many remarkable possibilities. Extra dimensions might have many 

shapes and sizes. And extra dimensions might house exotic phenomena, such as multiverses 

containing parallel worlds, on which forces and chemistry are entirely different to ours. With my 

collaborators, I have discovered that there can be extra dimensions that extend infi nitely far, yet 

remain unseen. And we have found theories which allow for pockets of four-dimensional gravity 

residing in a universe that looks higher-dimensional everywhere else. Such theoretical investigations 

will make us rethink our place in the order of things.”

Lisa Randall

It is only relatively recently that neurobiologists have started to probe into the neural basis of one 

of the most powerful and exhilarating states known to humans, namely love. In this, they have been 

aided by the advent of imaging techniques which allow them to ask questions about the neural 

correlates of subjective mental states which, given their subjectivity, had been impervious to 

objective scientifi c investigation. What we can say today about those neural correlates is therefore, 

of necessity, limited and sketchy but it is almost certain that rapid advances in this fi eld of research 

will be made in the coming years.

Professor Semir Zeki, ‘The Neurobiology of Love’
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NEXT GENERATION TECHNOLOGY DEFINES THE CENTURY

Research In Motion Ltd. (RIM), maker of the popular Blackberry handhelds, said it reached the 5 

million subscriber mark and hit over US$2 billion in revenue for its fi scal year 2006, which ended 

in early March.

The company shipped a total of 4 million handheld devices during its past fi scal year, and 1.1 

million in the quarter just ended March 4, it said Thursday.

The company’s revenue jumped to $2.07 billion in the fi scal year ending March 4, from $1.35 

billion the year before, RIM said. Its net income rose to $382 million from $213 million.

“We recently passed the $2 billion annual revenue and 5 million subscribers milestones and we 

have begun the new fi scal year with over 150 carrier partners around the world,” said Jim Balsillie, 

chairman of RIM, in a statement. 

BlackBerries are increasingly popular among the deaf community, who can use them to send and 

receive messages very easily and quickly.

Nystedt, Dan, IDG News Service, Blackberry reaches 5 million subscriber mark, 
MacWorld, 7 April 2006

In 2005 the government of the U.S proposed the largest Federal R&D budget in history, 

$132 billion.

Science Now

The number of U.S households with access to a home computer rose from 51% in 2000 to 61.8% 

in 2003.

OECD statistics – science and technology

BRIEFING MATERIAL
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BRIEFING MATERIAL
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The latest round of grant awards from The National Human Genome Research Institute 

(NHGRI), part of the National Institutes of Health (NIH),total more than $13.3 million, intended 

to speed the development of innovative sequencing technologies that reduce the cost of DNA 

sequencing and expand the use of genomics in medical research and health care.

Since 1990, NHGRI has invested approximately $380 million to develop and improve DNA 

sequencing technologies. DNA sequencing costs have fallen more than 50-fold over the past 

decade, fueled in large part by tools, technologies and process improvements developed as part of 

the successful project to sequence the human genome. However, it still costs around $10 million 

to sequence 3 billion base pairs – the amount of DNA found in the genomes of humans and 

other mammals.

The National Human Genome Research Institute

There are currently eight nations which have admitted the possession of nuclear weapons: they 

are the USA, Russia, the UK, France, China, India, Pakistan and North Korea. In 2002 there were 

around 20,000 active nuclear weapons in the world.

National Resources Defense Council

Over the past year, the number of broadband subscribers in the OECD increased 33% from 136 

million in June 2005 to 181 million in June 2006. This growth increased broadband penetration rates 

in the OECD from 11.7 in June 2005 to 15.5 subscriptions per 100 inhabitants one year later.

OECD
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The Cultura project, started in 1997 at MIT, has been designed to develop cross-cultural 

understanding between French and American cultures, but since it is essentially a methodology 

it is applicable to the exploration of any two cultures, and versions in other languages have been 

developed elsewhere. The approach is a comparative, cross-cultural one, whereby American 

students who are taking an intermediate French class at MIT and French students who are taking 

an English class at a French university, or Grande Ecole, under the direction of our partner in 

France, work together via the internet during the larger part of a semester.

The use of electronic media generates a new pedagogy that totally changes the roles of student 

and teacher. Students now take center stage and are involved in the very process of learning by 

exploring, analyzing and constructing, individually as well as collaboratively, their understanding of 

the foreign culture. They themselves research, question and revisit issues, make connections, and 

note contradictions, constantly expanding and refi ning their knowledge and understanding in the 

light of new materials.

This constitutes a major shift in educational practice. As teachers, we often want to make sure 

that students understand what we want them to understand, see what we want them to see, and 

learn what we want them to learn. We want to be in control of the end result. A constructivist 

approach, such as Cultura, reverses this notion by not expecting students to tell us what we want 

them to know, but to tell us what they have found, seen, observed and learned. 

Gilbert Furstenberg, MIT, ‘Using communication tools to foster cross-cultural understanding’ 

BRIEFING MATERIAL
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SPOTLIGHT:  THE MIND AND THE BODY – A CREATIVE DIALOGUE 

The fast pace of modern life is the biggest health worry, a survey of more than 5,000 people reveals. 

The public cited lack of exercise, lack of sleep, fatigue and stress in their top fi ve concerns with 

passive smoking and drinking much lower down the chart.  

Legal and General

Almost half of all people in the U.S. take at least one prescription medicine and one in six take 

three or more medications, according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ 

(HHS) annual check-up on Americans’ health.

Adult use of antidepressants almost tripled between 1988-1994 and 1999-2000. Ten percent 

of women 18 and older and 4 percent of men now take antidepressants. Prescriptions for 

nonsteroidal anti-infl ammatory drugs, antidepressants, blood glucose/sugar regulators and 

cholesterol-lowering statin drugs, in particular, increased notably between 1996 and 2002.

The National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey found a 13 percent increase between 

1988-1994 and 1999-2000 in the proportion of Americans taking at least one drug and a 40 percent 

jump in the proportion taking three or more medicines. Forty-four percent reported taking at least 

one drug in the past month and 17 percent were taking three or more in the 2000 survey.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

“When you fi nally fi gure out that you’ve got the best technology available, when you’ve fi nally 

climbed the last technology mountain and the patient still doesn’t feel well, that’s when we start 

looking in areas where we’re much less comfortable, like spirituality and alternative therapies that 

bridge cultures of healing beyond this country’s borders.”

Mehmet Oz
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THE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES OF 21ST CENTURY MEDIA AND 
HOW WE SHOULD REACT TO THEM.

Psychologist Bruce Bartholow from the University of Missouri-Columbia and colleagues have found 

that people who play violent video games show diminished brain responses to images of real-life 

violence, such as gun attacks, but not to other emotionally disturbing pictures, such as those of dead 

animals, or sick children. And the reduction in response is correlated with aggressive behaviour.

Helen Phillips, ‘Violent video games alter brain’s response to violence’, New Scientist, December 2005

DISCOVERY:  TO INFINITY AND BEYOND!
Looking at the genes, the brain and the body, what is left to discover and how can we ensure we 
get there?

Studies from behavioral genetics have demonstrated the high heritability of intelligence. However, the 

endeavor to detect the genes forming the molecular basis of intelligence has been rather unsuccessful 

until now. Pharmacological studies have demonstrated the infl uence of the dopaminergic (DA) and 

the serotonergic (5-HT) system on subcomponents of cognitive functioning, and fi rst studies from 

molecular genetics have demonstrated that genes related to the DA metabolism are associated with 

mental abilities. However, candidate genes for creativity have not been identifi ed so far. Therefore, the 

infl uence of the catechol-O-methyltransferase (locus: COMT VAL158MET) gene and the dopamine D2 

receptor gene (locus: DRD2 TAQ IA) on creativity was tested in addition to a serotonergic gene, TPH1 

(locus: TPH-A779C), in a sample of N = 92 healthy Caucasian subjects while controlling for intelligence. 

Results showed that the DRD2 gene and the TPH gene were both associated with total creativity, 

explaining 9% of the variance, while COMT was not related to creativity at all.

Martin Reuter, Sarah Roth, Kati Holue & Jürgen Hennig, ‘Identifi cation of fi rst candidate genes for creativity: 
A pilot study’, Brain Research, Vol. 1069, 2006
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LEADING A CULTURE OF CREATIVITY: CHANGE TO SURVIVE

The US has lost 12% of its factory jobs since 1998, while the UK shed 14% of its manufacturing 

jobs in the same period. Manufacturing jobs continue to disappear in the UK, even though the 

sector is growing at its fastest pace in four years. 

Though it is true that China is producing and exporting a far greater percentage of manufacturing 

goods, a new study by Alliance Capital Management has found that manufacturing jobs are being 

eliminated even faster in China than in any other country. Between 1995 and 2002, China lost 

more than 15m factory jobs, 15% of its total manufacturing workforce.

The Guardian, 2 March 2004

In 2001, American industry spent more on litigation than on R&D.

Washington Post, December 6, 2005

“Mental life involves a dynamic interplay between unconscious and conscious processes.  Because 

we only directly know the conscious aspects, we tend to attribute more weight to them than they 

deserve.  Recognition of the signifi cance of unconscious processes is important… This is not only 

true of individuals but also of cultures.  Recognizing the importance of the unconscious and the 

limitations it places on human interactions might make it easier for people of the world to live 

together harmoniously.”

Joseph Ledoux, 2006

About half of all small businesses fail within the fi rst four years.

US SBA Offi ce of Advocacy
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Not only the observation of hand actions but also of foot or mouth actions lead to the activation 

of the same motor regions which are normally active when we perform the same actions. So 

when we are watching the Superbowl we do not only activate the visual part of our brain but 

even the motor part of our brain comes into play.  Therefore we do not perceive just with the 

visual system but also with the motor system… Even when we perceive a static image of a hand 

which in goal-related fashion is doing things with an object, like this hand grasping a bottle, this 

still produces a strong activation of the mirror (neuron) system.  

Professor Vittorio Gallese, University of Parma

The richness and depth of their intellectual abilities explain why identifi cation is so often delayed 

in bright, dyslexic children. As one of my patients’ third grade teacher remarked, “Madison is so 

smart, she knows the answers to the most diffi cult questions. She is the fi rst one in our class 

to catch on to the most abstract concepts. I could never imagine that she had any problem at 

all.” Luckily, we can now effectively treat a phonologic weakness; while, ironically, the complex 

reasoning and sophisticated thinking skills that dyslexic children often possess are almost 

impossible to teach.

Sally Shaywitz, MD, ‘Overcoming Dyslexia: A New and Complete Science-Based Program for Reading 
Problems at Any Level’
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CAN SOCIETIES COLLIDE AND THRIVE?

Interfaith marriage is signifi cant in both the Jewish and Catholic faiths. While 70 per cent of Jewish 

men chose to marry a Jewish woman in 2002, the other 30 per cent married women who were 

mostly of Catholic and Christian faiths. 

While over one-half of Catholic men chose to marry a Catholic bride, the other 40 per cent 

married women who were Anglican, United or of other Christian or non-Christian faiths. 

Statistics Canada

About 40% of the world’s population currently lives in areas with moderate to high water stress. 

By 2025, it is estimated that about two thirds of the world’s population – about 5.5 billion people 

– will live in areas facing such water stress.

United Nations – International Year of Freshwater 2003 factsheet
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OUTSIDE THE BOX, BUT INSIDE THE MARGIN

“What’s the most prevalent, and perhaps most important, prefi x of our times? Multi. Our jobs 

require multitasking. Our communities are multicultural. Our entertainment is multimedia. While 

detailed knowledge of a single area once guaranteed success, today the top rewards go to those 

who can operate with equal aplomb in starkly different realms. I call these people ‘boundary 

crossers’. They develop expertise in multiple spheres, they speak different languages, and they fi nd 

joy in the rich variety of human experience. They live multi lives – because that’s more interesting 

and, nowadays, more effective.”

Daniel H Pink, ‘A Whole New Mind: How to Thrive in the New Conceptual Age’

“The most creative among us see relationships the rest of us never notice. Such ability is at a 

premium in a world where specialized knowledge work can quickly become routinized work 

– and therefore be automated or outsourced away.”

Daniel H Pink, ‘A Whole New Mind: How to Thrive in the New Conceptual Age’

I think it is important to be bold, to tackle diffi cult problems, especially those that appear initially 

to be messy and unstructured. One should not be afraid to try new things, such as moving from 

one fi eld to another or working at the boundaries of different disciplines, for it is at the borders 

that some of the most interesting problems reside. Nothing is more stimulating for self-education 

than working in a new area.

Eric Kandel
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BIG MARKETS AND BIG CULTURES  

In ten years, the value of trade between Africa and China has risen from $5 billion to $40 billion 

annually. The bulk of Africa’s exports to Beijing are of oil and other raw materials, and the balance 

of trade is slightly in Africa’s favour. China has by far the fastest-growing share of total trade with 

the continent, helping to deliver growth rates of 3 to 5 per cent in its more diversifi ed economies.

The Times, 2 November 2006

Estimates of the original global endowment of recoverable reserves of conventional oil (including 

yet to be discovered oilfi elds but excluding tar sands and shale oil) range between 2,000 Gigabarrels 

by people like Campbell and Deffeyes to 2,700 Gigabarrels by the US Department of Energy. Of this 

original endowment, so far we have used about 1,000 Gigabarrels. The World Oil Journal, estimates 

about 1,000 Gigabarrels (1012 barrels) of oil remains to be used. According to the Oil and Gas 

Journal it is 1,200 Gigabarrels. According to the US Department of Energy it is 1,700 Gigabarrels.

North, Peter, Global Energy – How Much Remains? Pacifi c Ecologist, Late Summer 2005 issue

Of the total volume of water on the planet (an estimated 1,386,000 cubic kilometres), most of it 

– 75.5% – is undrinkable unusable salt water found in the world’s oceans and seas. Only what’s left, 

around 2.5%, is fresh water. Of this again, most (69%) is locked up in the form of ice in glaciers up in 

the mountains or in the north and south polar regions. Again, unusable. So, only a little over 30% of 

that 2.5% can be used by people. Sorry, not quite: a large chunk of this water is deep underground, 

in fact most of this 30% is groundwater. The tiny bit that’s left over, usually calculated at between 

0.3-0.7% of the total water on earth is what’s left for all the human beings in the world to share.

Manoj Nadkarni, InfoChangeIndia.org News & Features, May 2006

One billion people live on less than a dollar a day, the offi cial measure of poverty. However, half 

the world – nearly three billion people – lives on less than two dollars a day. Just a few hundred 

millionaires now own as much wealth as the world’s poorest 2.5 billion people.

Linking the Environment and Poverty, Jain Spirit magazine, Summer 2003 edition
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YOUR CUSTOMER’S BRAIN 

Research reveals all human beings make a subconscious judgment about a person, environment, 

or item within 90 seconds of initial viewing and that between 62% and 90% of that assessment is 

based on color alone.

Institute for Color Research

An estimated 55 billion spam emails were sent each day in June 2006, an increase of 20 billion per 

day from June 2005.

Industry research by IronPort® Systems Inc

In January 2005 Apple introduced a junior model of the iPod for $99, dubbed the iPod Shuffl e. 

Though the original idea was to produce an MP3 player for the more budget-minded, the 

designers had to overcome some problems. The basics of the iPod – the screen, the scroll wheel, 

the hard drive – were just too costly. Apple had noted the popularity of the shuffl e function 

– which plays tracks at random rather than grouped by artist or album – and most iPod owners 

used it as their default method of listening to music. And so the decision was made to base the 

new player on this system.

 

Apple’s advertising campaign for the Shuffl e was a celebration of a limitation: the fact that the user 

was unable to choose which song to play next. The advertising tagline was: ‘Embrace Uncertainty’.

The Guardian, October 7, 2006
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COPING WITH GLOBAL FEARS AND THREATS

More than 25 million people have died of AIDS since 1981. UNAIDS and the WHO estimate that 

there were 38.6 million people worldwide living with HIV/AIDS at the end of 2005, of whom 2.3 

million were children.

Africa has 12 million AIDS orphans. In developing and transitional countries, 6.8 million people are 

in immediate need of life-saving AIDS drugs; of these, only 1.65 million are receiving the drugs.

UNAIDS/WHO

The Department of Homeland Security spends more than $60 million annually on environmental 

detectors that monitor outdoor air for bioweapons.

Science Magazine

Though the Middle East is often associated with terrorism, a worldwide study of terrorism 

from 2000 to 2006 shows that Central and South Asia suffered almost twice as many terrorist 

incidents during the period as did the Middle East.

Between 1987 and 2003, the Black Tigers, the suicide unit of the LTTE (Tamil Tigers: a secular 

Marxist-infl uenced separatist group), carried out over 200 suicide attacks – roughly the same as 

occurred in the whole Middle East in the same period. Suicide bombing is not solely an Islamic, 

or even solely a religious phenomenon.

BBC
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The US Defense Budget 2007 was $466 billion: more than that allocated to Education and 

Training, Transportation, Veteran’s Benefi ts, Administration of Justice, Natural Resources and 

Environment, Foreign Affairs, Agriculture, Community and Regional Development, Science and 

Technology, General Government and Energy combined.

US Defense Budget 2007

Human activities are resulting in mass species extinction rates higher than ever before, currently 

approaching 1000 times the normal rate. Human-induced climate change is threatening an even 

bleaker future.

Linking the Environment and Poverty, Jain Spirit magazine, Summer 2003 edition
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